
Randy has been a member of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary since 1991 and served as the elected District 

Commodore of the Ninth District Western Region in 2009 & 2010, overseeing the operations of over 1,100 

uniformed, volunteer auxiliary members.  In 2001 he saw an urgent need for funding and resources to support 

local Auxiliary units and their members, forming Waukegan Water Safety Association (WWSA) to fill the void. 

On August 28, 2018, while serving as Coxswain aboard Auxiliary surface operational Search & Rescue (SAR) 

Vessel during an offshore search and rescue mission searching for a missing kayaker from an earlier incident, 

they skillfully spotted two young adults on paddle boards - with no personal flotation device or tethers - 

becoming besieged by deteriorating weather.  The crew promptly diverted to assist the paddle boarders as 

they were rapidly being blown further away from shore and their home launch, as well as being overwhelmed 

by increasing wave heights. In coordination with the Coast Guard Station in Kenosha, WI, the crew rescued the 

paddle boarders from possible drowning or hypothermia and safely transported them to a nearby shoreside 

facility.  With no other vessel traffic in the area, these paddlers were fortunate for the vigilant lookout and 

ability to recognize a paddle craft distress situation.  The entire Boatcrew of the vessel, which had been 

funded by WWSA for use by the local Coast Guard Auxiliary in July 2017, received the Ninth Coast Guard 

District Captain David P. Dobbins Award For Excellence in Search and Rescue for their dedicated service and 

the 2-lives saved that day. 

Randy is the founder and developer of privately funded and entrepreneurial operated Navy Pier Marina in 

Chicago, a transient and commercial recreational marina.  The marina opened summer of 2025 and offers 

boaters from all Chicago Harbors, as well as other marinas around Lake Michigan and beyond, including 

“Loopers” the opportunity to directly access scores of restaurants, bars, attractions and other cultural and 

entertainment venues at Navy Pier and in the City of Chicago. 

Randy served as a Board Member and Real Estate Committee Chair for the Waukegan Port District, which owns 

and operates Waukegan Harbor & Marina, the Port of Waukegan, and Waukegan National Airport from 

December 2012 to June 2019.  During that time, Randy orchestrated the District’s bond refinance, increased the 
value of its real estate and derived income, spearheaded adoption of the Harbor Master Plan, and, most notably, 

negotiated the agreements for the District’s first marina use development by a private party, Bay Marine 
Chicago Yachting Center, in over 4 decades, bringing new economic growth to the lakefront. 
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